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ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SOE-02 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO DOE- 15 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-05 USIA-15 OES-07 SP-02 SS-15 
STR-07 TRSE-00 ACDA-12 DOEE-OO NRC-07 /138 W 

063073 201851Z/46 

R 200448Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 301 
INFO USDOC WASHDC 
AMCONSUL BOMBAY 
AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 4303 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS USBURMINES AND USGS AND DOE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECRP, ENRG, EMIN, IN 

SUBJECT: INDIA’S POL IMPORT BILL INCREASES DESPITE RISE IN PRODUCTION 
IN 1977 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE GOI MINISTRY OF PETROLEUM, INDIA'S CRUDE PETROLEU 
M 

PRODUCTION AMOUNTED TO 10.2 MILLION METRIC TONS (MT) IN CY 1977, UP 
17.2 PERCENT OVER THE PREVIOUS YEAR. MOST OF THIS INCREASE CAME FROM 
INDIA'S OFFSHORE BOMBAY HIGH, WHICH STARTED COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION 
IN MAY 1976. WHILE THE OFFSHORE PRODUCTION ROSE FROM 228,000 MT IN 
1976 TO 1,438,000 MT IN 1977, ONSHORE CRUDE PRODUCTION INCREASED BY 
ONLY 3.8 PERCENT DURING THE SAME PERIOD. 

2. INDIA'S NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION AMOUNTED TO 2,725.69 MILLION 
CUBIC METERS IN 1977 OF WHICH ROUGHLY 40 PERCENT WAS FLARED. 

WITH THE STEP UP IN THE OFFSHORE CRUDE PRODUCTION FROM BOMBAY HIGH 
ASSOCIATED NATURAL GAS PRODUCTION IS EXPECTED TO INCREASE SIGNIFICANT- 
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LY 

DURING THE CURRENT YEAR. 

3. INDIA'S HOTEL POL IMPORT BILL AMOUNTED TO RS 15.74 BILLION IDOLS 
1.85 BILLION AT RS 8.50 EQUI DOLS 1.00) IN 1977, UP 14.7 PERCENT OVER 
THE 
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PREVIOUS YEAR AND REPRESENTED ABOUT 30 PERCENT OF INDIA'S TOTAL IMPOR 
TS. 

THIS INCLUDED CRUDE OIL IMPORTS OF 14.85 MILLION MT VALUED AT RS 12.8 
4 

BILLION (DOLS 1.51 BILLION) IN CY 1977 COMPARED TO 14.03 MILLION MT 
VALUED AT RS 1 1.44 MILLION (DOLS 1.35 MILLION) IN CY 1976. THE HIGHER 
CRUDE IMPORTS WERE DUE LARGELY TO INCREASED DOMESTIC REQUIREMENTS OF 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, PARTICULARLY KEROSENE AND HSD. IMPORTS OF PETROLE 
UM 

PRODUCTS ALSO ROSE FROM 2.34 MILLION MT VALUED AT RS 2.28 BILLION (DO 
LS 

268 MILLION) IN CY 1976 TO 2.71 MILLION MT VALUED AT RS 2.90 BILLION 
(DOLS 341 MILLION) IN CY 1977. MAJOR IMPORTS INCLUDED NAPHTHA, KEROSE 
NE, 

HSD AND FURNANCE OIL. 
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